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SUBJECT: TINDEMANS WINS BIG IN BELGIAN PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

SUMMARY: PRIME MINISTER LEO TINDEMANS SCORES A STRIKING PERSONAL 
VICTORY IN BELGIUM’S PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS SUNDAY AND BECOMES 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 BRUSSE 03815 01 OF 02 181745Z 

ODDS-ON FAVORITE TO HEAD A NEW GOVERNMENT. HIS CHRISTIAN PARTY 
REGISTERS A STRONG ADVANCE IN FLANDERS AND UNEXPECTEDLY MAKES GAINS 
ALSO IN WALLONIA. THE SOCIALIST PARTY, THE PRESENT OPPOSITION LEADER 

ALSO IMPROVES ON ITS 1974 SHOWING BUT NOT AS MUCH AS IT HOPED. THE 
DAY'S BIG LOSER IS THE FRANCOPHONE LINGUISTIC PARTY. RASSEMBLEMENT 
WALLON, WHICH LOST HALF ITS VOTES IN WALLONIA AND TWO-THIRDS OF ITS 
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SEATS IN PARLIAMENT. AFTER A MID-DAY CABINET MEETING. TINDEMANS 
SUBMITS THE RESIGNATION OF HIS GOVERNMENT TO THE KING - A MOVE 
DESIGNED TO FREE HIS HAND TO CONSTRUCT A NEW, PRESUMABLY BROADER-BASE 
D 

GOVERNMENT. THE KING ASKS TINDEMANS TO REMAIN IN CARETAKER STATUS 
WHILE INTER-PARTY NEGOTIATIONS ON A NEW GOVERNMENT TAKE PLACE. 

END SUMMARY. 

1 . IN SUNDAY'S PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS, INITIATED BY PRIME MINISTER 
TINDEMANS 40 DAYS AGO TO CLEAR THE MIASMIC AIR OF PPOLITICAL BELGIUM, 
THE LOW-KEYED ANTWERPER SCORED A MAJOR PERSONAL TRIUMPH AND CARRIED 
HIS SOCIAL CHRISTIAN PARTY TO SOLID GAINS. IN HIS ANTWERP CONSTITUEN 

CY 

TINDEMANS BROKE THE BELGIAN RECORD FOR INDIVIDUAL PREFERENCE VOTES. 
POLITICAL OBSERVERS AGREED TODAY THAT THE TINDEMANS PERSONALITY WAS 
CHIEFLY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SUBSTANTIAL GAINS OF HIS CHRISTIAN 
PEOPLES PARTY IN FLANDERS AND THE STRONG SHOWING (AGAINST EXPECTATION 
S) 

OF THE SOCIAL CHRISTIAN PARTY IN WAT. I .ONI A. 

2. TINDEMANS CONVENED HIS CABINET AT NOON TODAY AND THEREAFTER CAT.LF. 
D 

ON THE KING TO SUBMIT HIS GOVERNMENT'S RESIGNATION. THE KING ASKED 
HIM TO STAY ON IN A CARETAKER ROLE UNTIL A NEW GOVERNMENT IS FORMED. 
THE PRIME MINISTER S RESIGNATION WAS TACTICAL. HE WILL CERTAINLY BE 
CALLED UPON TO FORM A NEW GOVERNMENT. RESIGNATION OF HIS PRESENT 
CABINET WILL ENABLE HIM TO CONSTRUCT A NEW AND PRESUMABLY MORE 
BROADLY-BASED COALITION - FROM SCRATCH. IN HIS FIRST POST-ELECTION 
STATEMENTS TINDEMANS DECLINED TO TIP HIS HAND ON WHAT KIND OF COALITI 
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ON 

HE WILL SEEK TO MAKE. THE MAKEUP OF THE NEW HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

THE CONTROLLING HOWER HOUSE OF PARLIAMENT - PERMITS HIM THE LUXURY OF 
SEVERAL OPTIONS. 

3. WITH CALCULATIONS UNDER BELGIUM'S COMPLEX PROPORTIONAL 
REPRESENTATION SYSTEM STILL INCOMPLETE AT NIGHTFALL MONDAY, THE 
FOLLOWING LINEUP OF THE NEW LOWER HOUSE APPEARED TO BE REASONABLY 
SURE (FIGURES IN PARENTHESE INDICATE THE NUMBER SEATS WON IN 

THE MARCH, 1974 LEGISLATIVE ELECTIONS): 

SOCIAL CHRISTIAN PARTY - 80 SEATS (72), CONSISTING OF 56 (50) 

CHRISTIAN PEOPLES (FLEMISH) PARTY AND 24 (22) SOCIAL CHRISTIAN 
(FRANCOPHONE) PARTY. 

BELGIAN SOCIALIST PARTY -62 SEATS (59), CONSISTING OF 36 (33) 

FRANCOPHONE SEATS AND 27 (26) FLEMISH SEATS. 

LIBERAL PARTY - 32 SEATS (33), CONSISTING OF 19 (21) FLEMISH 
LIBERALS, 1 1 (9) WALLOON LIBERALS AND TWO (3) BRUSSELS LIBERALS. 

VOLKSUNIE (THE FLEMISH LINGUISTIC PARTY)-20 SEATS (22). 
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FRONT DEMOCRATIQUE FRANCOPHONE (THE BRUSSELS LINGUISTIC PARTY)- 
10 SEATS (9). 

RASSEMBLEMENT WALLON - 4 SEATS (13). 

BELGIAN COMMUNIST PARTY - 4 SEATS (4). 
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4. MINOR CHANGES REMAIN POSSIBLE. THE COMMUNIST PARTY, WHICH POLLED 
5.5 PERCENT IN WAT. FONT A IN 1974. SUFFERED HEAVY REVERSES THERE SUNDAY 

FINAL CALCULATIONS IN HAINAUT PROVINCE MAY SWING TWO SEATS PRESENTLY 
HELD BY COMMUNISTS TO SOCIALIST AND SOCIAL CHRISTIAN CANDIDATES. 
RESPECTIVELY. LIKEWISE, FINAL CALCULATIONS IN BRUSSELS MAY CHANGE 
ONE OR TWO OCCUPANTS OF THE CAPITAL S 34 HOUSE SEATS. 
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5. THE FOLLOWING SUMS UP IN CAPSULE FORM THE FORTUNES OF THE PRINCIP 
AL 

PARTIES IN SUNDAY'S BALLOTING: 

TINDEMANS' CHRISTIAN PEOPLES PARTY REGISTERED A SATISFYING GAIN 
OF ABOUT 10 PERCENT IN FLANDERS, AS FORECAST. ITS SISTER SOCIAL 
CHRISTIAN PARTY SUCCESSIVELY STOOD OFF SOCIALIST EFFORTS TO SPLIT 
THE PARTY ON IDEOLOGICAL LINES AND, IN FACT, INCREASED ITS STRENGTH 
IN FRANCOPHONE BELGIUM. 

THE SOCIALIST PARTY HAD A MIXED RESULT: IT HELD ITS OWN IN 
FLANDERS AGAINST A PREDICTION OF A SMALL SLUMP, GAINED IN WAT .1. ONI A 
BUT NOT AS MUCH AS IT HOPED AND UNEXPECTEDLY SUFFERED IN BRUSSELS 
AT THE HANDS OF THE CAPITAL'S MILITANT FRANCOPHONE PARTY. 

THE LIBERAL PARTY LIKEWISE HAD UPS AND DOWNS: THE UP WAS A 

SOLID ADVANCE IN WALLONIA AT RW'S EXPENSE, THE DOWNS WERE A STINGING 

SETBACK IN FLANDERS AND A LESSER LOSS TO FDF IN BRUSSELS. 

THE THREE ONE-ISSUE LINGUISTIC PARTIES HAD VARYING FORTUNES, BUT 
OVERALL IT WAS NOT A GREAT DAY FOR BELGIUM'S LINGUISTIC MILITANTS. 
WHOSE ERRATIC BEHAVIOR AS A MEMBER OF THE TINDEMANS COALITION BRO 
UGHT 

ABOUT SUNDAY'S ELECTIONS, SUFFERED AN ELECTORAL DEBACLE. VOLKSUNIE 
IN FLANDERS HAD A DISAPPOINTING REVERSE. ONLY FDF HELD ITS GROUND 
FIRMLY IN BRUSSELS. 

END UNCLASSIFIED 

6. COMMENT: IN THE NEW PARLIAMENT THE SOCIAL CRHISTIANS AND 
THE LIBERALS - PARTNERS IN THE OUTGOING COALITION - HAVE ENOUGH 
SEATS TO FORM A MAJORITY GOVERNMENT ON THEIR OWN. THIS GIVES 
TINDEMANS LEVERAGE IN HIS PROSPECTIVE NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE 
SOCIALIST PARTY ON THE FORMATION OF A LARGE COALITION, WHICH HE 
WILL ALMOST CERTAINLY TRY TO CREATE. HE COULD ALSO ARRANGE A 
MAJORITY COALITION WITH SOME OF THE LINGUISTIC PARTIES. IN SHORT. 

THE QUESTION BEING ASKED ON THE MORNING AFTER IS NOT WHO WILL 
HEAD THE NEXT BELGIAN GOVERNMENT BUT WHAT IS TEINDEMANS PLEASURE. 
RENNER 
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